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Florida School Recognition Program Info

Due Date: 
Thursday, February 1, 2024

Florida Statute 1008.36 states that, “If school staff and the 
School Advisory Council cannot reach agreement by February 
1st, the awards must be equally distributed to all classroom 
teachers currently teaching in the school.” For clarification 
purposes, a classroom teacher is one who is assigned to a 
classroom with students on a daily basis.
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Florida School Recognition Program Info

Schools must use their awards for one or any 
combination of the following:

• Nonrecurring faculty and staff bonuses,

• Nonrecurring expenditures for educational equipment 
or materials, or

• Hire temporary personnel to assist in maintaining and 
improving student performance.
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QUALIFICATION

PROPOSALS

STAFF VOTE

• SAC creates and approves proposals.
• Written proposals (at least one and “None of the above”) in ballot form 

are presented to staff for review three (3) business/work days prior to the 
vote.

• All current staff vote by secret ballot on proposals.
• A proposal must be approved by majority (51%) vote.

• The FLDOE provides a list of recognized schools with award amounts by district.
• Prior to list release, schools can self-identify qualification for A+ Funds.  

SAC restarts the process by 
reconvening and creating different 
proposals until a proposal passes.

The proposal is implemented when the 
school goes through the district’s process 
for purchasing, hiring and one-time 
bonuses.

NOTE: Florida Statute 1008.36 states that,
“If school staff and the School Advisory
Council cannot reach agreement by 
February 1st, the awards must be 
equally distributed to all classroom 
teachers currently teaching in the school.”

“PASSED” “NOT PASSED”

A+ Funds Process Flow Chart 
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SAC Meeting TIPS
• Advertising Meetings   

• Quorum

• Voting

• Minutes
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Quorum TIPS
• Know your quorum number!

• 51% or more of SAC Committee 

members, regardless of employee/non-

employee status 
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Who Gets the Bonus TIPS

• Faculty and staff, at the discretion of the SAC
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Proposal TIPS

• Ultimately, SAC creates the proposals during 

the SAC meeting.
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Proposal Creation Meeting, Who Votes TIPS

• SAC Members ONLY

• All SAC members listed on your SAC 

composition get to vote at the proposal 

creation SAC meeting.
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Does the Principal Vote TIPS

• YES

• As a member of SAC, the principal gets to 

vote at the proposal creation SAC meeting.
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Ballot TIPS

• 1 or 2 proposal(s) and a choice of “none of the 

above” (suggested)

• Use Percentages (suggested)

• Returned ballots should match the number of 

voting signatures
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Leftover Funds TIPS

• Include a statement on ballot to specify 
the use of any leftover funds.
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Sample Ballot TIPS
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Ballot Count Summary Info
• Complete school information with the correct names 

of representatives.

• Fill in the proposals that was approved by the school.

• Include the number of votes and the percentage for 

each option.

• Fill in the final option result that received 51% or more 

of the vote.

• Make sure that the required signatures are complete.
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Resource: SIP Bites Info
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Required Documentation Info
All Florida School Recognition Program required documents must be placed in the SAC Upload Center (in pdf format).

SAC Meeting (for each 
meeting held):

Staff and Faculty Vote 
(for each vote held):

• Agenda(s)

• Minutes

• Attendance Sheets

• Copy of the Ballot -

Approved by SAC

• SAC Meeting 

Advertisement 

w/Agenda

• Written 

Advertisement to Staff

• Ballot 

• Staff Sign-in Sheets 

• Voting Results: Ballot 

Count Summary Sheet
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Payment Information Info

• The State has not provided a list of 
allotted fund amounts per school.
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